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not really the most important thing P, as it is in music. For
the experienced form a right judgment of works in every
case, and understand by what means or how they are per-
formed, and what things harmonize with what; but the inex-
perienceH may be contented, if they are not ignorant whether
the work is performed well or ill, as in the case of painting.
But the laws resemble political compositions. How then
can a man become acquainted with legislation from these^
or select the best ? for men do not appear to become physi-
cians from writings; and yet they endeavour to explain by
words not only the remedies, but even in what manner they
may be cured, and how they ought to treat them, distin-
guishing the habits of each. But these things seem to be
useful to the experienced; but to those who have no know-
ledge upon the subject, useless. Perhaps then collections of
laws and forms of government would be useful to those who
are able to contemplate, and to decide what is done well, or
the contrary, or what kind of things suit what: but to those
who go through such things without any habit, the power
of making a good selection cannot exist in them,, except It
comes of its own accord; but perhaps they may be more able
to understand these matters,

9. Since therefore former writers have left the subject of
legislation uninvestigated, it would perhaps be better for
ourselves to examine it, and, in short, the whole subject of
government, that the philosophy of human affairs may as far
as is in our power be completed. First then, if any thing
has been well said by former writers in any particular, let
us endeavour to understand it; then from the different forms
of government being brought together, let us see what kind
of things preserve and destroy states and individual govern-
ments, and for what reasons some are administered well, and
others the contrary : for if these points were considered, we

P The sophists say that in order to learn legislation* a man has nothing
to do but to make a collection of the best laws; i. e. they assume that he
knows what are the bewt laws, when he is only learning1 them.